¿Que Pasa in the Casa?
September – October 2009

“The hand is the chief teacher of the child.”  -- Maria Montessori

Waste Free Lunches

Go Green at Casa Niños

Thank you for joining us as we do our part to reduce the amount of trash that goes into our landfills. On average a child using a disposable lunch generates 67 pounds of waste per school year.   Single use plastic bags, aluminum foil, wax paper, and packaging from single serving lunch items are some examples of the waste generated.  Using an obento container is Casa Niños’ way to help our environment.  Fun things to do with your child to make lunch exciting:

· Decorate obentos with paint pens or permanent markers.

· Buy a matching refillable water bottle

· Use those cool cookie cutters and other kitchen tools to make mini sandwiches.

· Find a small spoon, knife and fork to fit in the obento box.

· Tie a cloth napkin around box to carry.

Check out wastefreelunches.org for more ideas.

Fun Fridays at Casa Niños

Casa teachers have long ago established our science/arts Fridays!  We teach small group activities throughout the mornings.  We have a great time, but run a little later (10-15 minutes) for lunch.  Many parents want to volunteer in some way and one suggestion was to bring a special fun snack.  We would love for parents to sign up to bring snacks for Fun Fridays!  Here are some suggestions:   mini muffins, mini bagels, bite-sized fruit pieces, dried fruit, chex mix, veggies and dip, mini sandwiches.  Be creative, let your child help!  Sign-ups will be posted on the new “Volunteer Sign-up Board.”  

You Deserve a Break!
Monday, September 7 is Labor Day – No School!  Enjoy your long weekend!

Maria Montessori Fun Fact
Maria Montessori was Italy’s first female doctor!

Parent Education Night
Wednesday, September 16, 6:00-7:30
Come one, come all, to the Casa Expo—gets lots of information on volunteering, health, curriculum, lunches, electronic communication, recycling, and more!!! You have questions, we have answers!  Child care will be provided along with pizza and snacks.
Say Cheese!
Get the kids gussied up and dressed to the nines!  School pictures are on the way!

East Campus - Tuesday, October 20
North Campus – Wednesday, October 21
Career Week!

Monday - Wednesday, October 12 – 14
Casa Niños students would LOVE to hear what you do all day!  No job is too boring!  Come in uniform, bring in tools of the trade, and tell us about your work!  Sign up sheets will be posted in late September.
Parent Teacher Conferences

Wednesday, October 14
4:00-6:00 p.m.           NO LATE CARE
Thursday, October 15
7:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. NO SCHOOL
Friday, October 16
NO SCHOOL
The Casa Niños staff is looking forward to becoming better acquainted with you, setting goals for the year and opening lines of communication.  Sign-up sheets will be posted in early October.

Kid Quotes
Becca:  Jack, I like your shirt.  Where did you get it?

Jack:
My closet!

Terri:   Did anyone see the eclipse over the break?

Seth:    Yes!  I put the eclipse on your desk.  (It was a clothespin!)

